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Post -release monitoring in rehabilitated wildlife:
Insights from a multi -species telemetry pilot study in Germany
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BACKGROUND AIM
A Wildlife rehabilitation is costly and widespread i but post-release survival Test whether telemetry can reliably track post-release survival and behavioural
and behaviour remain largely unknown reintegration in multiple rehabilitated German wildlife species.

A Without outcome data, protocols cannot be improved or evaluated

MATERIAL AND METHODS

STUDY DESIGN T SPECIES AND TAG TYPES DATA ANALYSIS random forest & cosinor | akKDE home ranges | Jacobs' D electivity |
Minimum convex polygon (MCP) | Kaplan-Meier & Cox regression
98 individuals tagged over two years (20241 2026), across five species groups.
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- DESIGN TRADE-OFF: the stationary array forces one central release site —
not necessarily optimal habitat.

Fig. 1 Study site with setup of automated VHF Fig. 2 lllustratiorof the antennaarray system
array. usingmultilateration.

FIRST RESULTS i HEDGEHOGS & BUZZARDS
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Visual impairment significantly disrupts rhythmicity (Figs. 3 and 4)
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CONCLUSION & OUTLOOK
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Fig. 3 Rayleigh plot of mean activity time relative to sunset; arrows = individual mean vectors, colour = visual status. High_reSOIUtion aUtOmated VH F telemetry reveaIS ﬁne-scale beha\/iour Wlth
Implications for wildlife rehabilitation.

Rehabilitation success should be defined behaviourally, integrated with welfare i
One Welfare approach.

Species-specific protocols, pre-release screening, refined telemetry attachment
and release mechanisms, as well as networking needed.
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Fig. 4 Doublplotted actograms of a sighted (H9) and a visually impaired (H23) hedgehog over dassigast; darker = higheaictivity.
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